
For the next two weeks, we will be studying 
the work of Rudyard Kipling.



He wrote
The Jungle Book
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LO: Language choices

Today we will explore Kipling’s vocabulary
choices.

We will try to identify formal language 
features, including the passive voice.

We will also try to highlight figurative
language and its effect on the reader.



Monday 11th April 2020

LO: Language choices

Before we start, let’s find out a bit more about 
Rudyard Kipling:

• He was an English writer best known for his stories 
and poems set in India during the British Empire at 
the end of the Victorian age.

• Kipling turned down many honours in his lifetime:
a knighthood, poet laureateship and more.

• In 1907, he accepted the Nobel Prize for 
Literature: the first English author to receive this.
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Key dates in Kipling’s life:
• Born in Mumbai (India) on 30 December 1865.
• Sent to boarding school in England in 1870.
• Returned to India in 1882
• He worked as a journalist, writing poetry and 

fiction in his spare time.
• Came back to England in 1889.
• Died on 18 January 1936.
• He is buried at Westminster Abbey.
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Listen to the Preface to The Jungle Book.
• In it, Kipling pretends that he has collected 

stories from animal witnesses.
• He uses very formal language, which is 

meant to be funny.
• These stories have been popular with 

children for over a century. We are going 
to be thinking about why that is.



Monday 11th April 2020

LO: Language choices

An extract from the Preface:

The demands made by a work of this nature upon 
the generosity of specialists are very numerous, and 
the Editor would be wanting in all title to the 
generous treatment he has received were he not 
willing to the fullest possible acknowledgement of 
his indebtedness.

This formal, old-fashioned 
style of writing is difficult 

for us to understand.
But don’t worry, it simply 

means…
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An extract from the Preface:

The demands made by a work of this nature upon 
the generosity of specialists are very numerous, and 
the Editor would be wanting in all title to the 
generous treatment he has received were he not 
willing to the fullest possible acknowledgement of 
his indebtedness.

Translation into plain English:

I relied on the help of many experts when writing 
this book. I would like to thank them all.
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Listen to Mowgli’s Brothers.

While I am reading, think about:

• The vocabulary used

• Any formal language (e.g. the passive voice)

• Any figurative language (simile, metaphor, 
personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia)

• How the language used makes you feel about 
the characters.
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description of 

each character –
what does it tell 
you about their 

personality?

2. How is the 
narrator's 
language 

different to the 
dialogue? What 
effect does this 

have? 

3. How does 
Kipling build 
suspense?

Extension: How 
does Kipling 

stop his stories 
of talking 
animals 

sounding 
childish?

Your task is to answer the 
questions.


