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What Are Tigers?

The tiger is the largest living cat species and a member of the genus Panthera. It 

is most recognisable for its dark vertical stripes on orange fur with a white 

underside. An apex predator, it primarily preys on ungulates, such as deer and 

wild boar.



Diet

Tigers primarily hunt deer, but as opportunistic predators, they can also eat wild 

boars, birds, fish, rodents, amphibians, reptiles, and even insects. A large deer 

can provide a tiger with one week's food, but only one out of every ten hunts is 

successful.



Habitats

Tigers are found in amazingly diverse habitats: rain forests, grasslands, savannas 

and even mangrove swamps. Unfortunately, 93% of historical tiger lands have 

disappeared primarily because of expanding human activity. Saving tigers means 

saving forests that are vital to the health of the planet.



Where Do Most Tigers Live?

Now, the remaining tigers call only the following 13 countries home: India, Nepal, 

Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Russia, China, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Over 70% of the global wild tiger population lives 

in India alone.



How Tall Is a Tiger?

Tigers are the largest cat species in the world. Amur tigers (sometimes called 

Siberian tigers) are the biggest tigers, with males weighing up to 660 pounds and 

measuring up to 10 feet long from nose to tip of the tail. Sumatran tigers are the 

smallest of the tiger subspecies, maxing out at about 310 pounds and 8 feet.



How Fast Is a Tiger?

Despite weighing hundreds of kilograms -- up to 500 pounds -- tigers can reach 

top speeds of 49 to 65 kilometers per hour (35 to 40 miles per hour). They can 

sustain this speed only over short distances. In addition, they can leap 9 to 10 

meters (30 to 33 feet) which makes their leap size just short of a mountain lions. , 


